
SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2022 | 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

NEW PARISHIONERS 
“May the Church be a place of God’s mercy and hope, where all feel welcomed, 
loved, forgiven and encouraged to live according to the good life of the Gospel. 

And to make others feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and encouraged, the Church 
must be with doors wide open so that all may enter. And we must go out through 

these doors and proclaim the Gospel.” - Pope Francis 
Please contact the office to register your membership if you are new in our 

community.

St. Thomas Aquinas
The Diocese of Shreveport

MISSION STATEMENT 
We, as members of the St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community of faith in the Diocese of Shreveport, affirm our mission to 

spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to both the local and Catholic college community in the Ruston, Louisiana area.  We 
commit ourselves to God and to this community through a spirit of welcoming and service in the spirit of Christ.

813 Carey Ave. | Ruston, Louisiana 71270 | 318-255-2870 | stthomasaquinasruston.com

 

Saturday: 5:00PM Vigil 
Sunday: 9:30AM   
  1:30PM (Spanish) 
  7:00PM (Sept. - May)

Tuesday: 8:15AM 
Wednesday: 8:15AM  
Thursday: 8:15AM 
Friday:  12:00PM

Tuesday-Thursday 7:30AM-8:00AM 
Friday  11:15 AM - 11:45 AM 
Saturday:  3:30PM to 4:45PM

Please call the Church Office to schedule

Please call Church Office SIX MONTHS 
in advance to schedule

Fr. Kevin Mues (318) 310-4007	 	 Pastor 
Deacon John Serio

Deacon Robert Ransom	 	 

Marcie Tucker (318) 255-2870	Business Manager 
Elise Reis (318) 310-4009       Religious Education Director 
Elaine Johnson	                President of Pastoral Council 
Thurston Allen	                Chairman of Finance Council 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 	 (318)255-8090



THE CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

Sunday, September 25th 
 9:30AM - Sunday Mass 
 1:30PM - Misa en Español  
Monday, September 26th 
 9:00AM - 3:00PM - Church Office Open 
 5:30PM - Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
  

Tuesday, September 27th 
 7:30AM - 8:00AM Penance & Reconciliation 
 8:15AM - Daily Mass 
 9:00AM - 3:00PM - Church Office Open 
 10:00AM - Lectio Divina 
 6:30 PM. - El Manto de Maria 
Wednesday, September 28th 
 7:30AM - 8:00AM Penance & Reconciliation 
 8:15AM - Daily Mass  
 9:00AM - 3:00PM - Church Office Open 
Thursday, September 29th 
 7:30AM - 8:00AM Penance & Reconciliation 
 8:15AM - Daily Mass 
 9:00AM - 3:00PM - Church Office Open 
Friday,  September 30th 

 9:00AM - 1:00PM - Church Office Open  
 11:15AM - 11:45AM Penance & Reconciliation  
 12:00PM - Daily Mass 
Saturday, October 1st 

 3:30PM - 4:45AM Penance & Reconciliation 
 5:00 PM - Vigil Mass

PARISHIONERS BIRTHDAYS 
September 1st  Jessie Groce 
   Julie Groce 
September 2nd  Becky McConnell 
September 3rd  Dawn Ransom 
   Jack White 
   Lizet Martinez 
September 4th  Abraham Ajanel 
September 6th  Tracy Oakley 
   Sam Williams 
   Connie Kozar 
September 7th  Carter Lewis 
   Karla Buenrostro Valle   
September 8th  Rodney Manning 
   Nora Morphew 
September 9th  Alyssa Langiulli 
   Anahi Melendez 
   Laisha Mendez 
   Tomas de la Rosa 
September 10th   Gabi Burton  
September 11th  Tonya Slusher 
   Erskine Lindsey 
   Angela Luffey 
   Norberto Turrubiartes 
   Allie DeLeo-Allen 
   Gabriela Ramirez  
September 12th  Harper Pearce  
September 14th  Margo Budds 
   Gary Luffey 
September 17th  Sergio Hernandez Flores 
   Nicolle Mujica 
   Juan Monjaras 
September 19th  Deezy Williams 
   Joan Mullens 
September 20th  Laia Texcanua 
   David Cannon 
September 21st  Rosa Mujica 
   Sonia Francisco 
   Anna Langiulli 
   Nathan DeCerbo 
September 23rd  Haley Perot 
   Luke White 
   Rebecca Ferrell 
September 24th  Tammy Schilling 
September 25th  Mia Rabb 
   Maria Candelaria Ramirez 
   Jose Hernandez 
September 26th  Cindy Hampton 
   Olivia Bryan 
   Dustin Frost 
   Rhonda Reed 
September 27th  Marc Kozar 
   Hilda Perez 
September 28th  Gabriel Mhire 
   Liam Taylor 
   Sergio Hernandez Flores 
September 30th  Dayanny Langiulli 

If I’ve missed your birthday, please email me at 
stacbulletin@suddenlinkmail.com so that I can add you to the master 

list.

 
If you would like to donate flowers in the church, please 

sign up at the bulletin board in the church vestibule. 
Please call Carol Mercier at (318)254-8826 for more 

information.
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Donated by Gary & Jan Luffey in loving memory of 

their son Joe Luffey
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Ministry Schedule 
September 24th 2022 

Lectors: George Trevison & Samantha Groce 

Eucharistic Ministers: John Ryan Serio & Diane Singletary 

Altar Servers: Cedric, Kevin and Peter Serio 

September 25th, 2022 

Lectors: Paul Jackson & Marina Bishop 

Altar Servers: Hannah & Brooklynn Bryan 

Eucharistic Ministers: Elaine Johnson, Mary Ghongkedze, Tom 
Bishop & Colby Piatt 

October 1st 2022 

Lectors: Dolly Hurtig & Larry Mullens 

Eucharistic Ministers: George Trevison & Mary Carol Vidrine 

Altar Servers: Jack, Jessie & Julie Groce 

October 25th, 2022 

Lectors: Bruce Hampton & AJ Barbiero 

Altar Servers: Ava & Olivia Good 

Eucharistic Ministers: Carol Mercier, Rodney Manning, Emily 
Chartier & Paul Jackson

Miriam Bishop 
Charles Bourgeois 
Bill Buske 
John Buske 
Frankie Career 
Judy Darcey 
Sean Dwyer 
Becky Ferrell 
Emmely Gay 
Bernice Harrison 
Harvey Hayes 
Magnolia Johnson 
Jeffery Judice 
Chris Letendre 
Ken Martinez 
Tobie McKown 
Rueben Moreno 
Kelly Morgan 

Cynthia Murry 
Katherine Ned 
Don Olivier 
Pearline Robey 
Lometa Rorie 
Mary Russo 
Gloria Saldana 
Laura Leigh Saleese 
Jennie Schutte-Patrick 
Jo Mary Smith 
Nicole Smith 
Tyler Sorrels 
Holly Hollis Star 
Willie Tannerhill 
Diane Theriot 
Kathleen “Kathy” 
Walter Janice Williams

 
Please contact the parish office to have names 

added to our prayer list.

 
  
Sunday September 25th  Bobby Ortego +  
    (by Karen Ortego) 

    Domingo Garcia +  
    (by Mr. & Mrs. Greg Viray) 
    
Thursday September 29th  Gwen Hartman +  
    (by Terry Buboltz) 

Friday September 23rd  Judith Lacaste +  
    (by Eddie & Carol Mercier) 

You may have Masses offered for your intentions, or for the 
intentions of your loved ones, both living and deceased. Please 
call the parish office for more information and available dates.

STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY 
Weekend of September 10/ September 11  

General Sunday Collection       $7,332.00 
Catholic Life Center                $820.00 
       

Thank you for continued and generous support!

Greetings from the Welcome Committee!  
Saint Thomas Aquinas has always tried to be a welcoming 
church. Sometimes we are not as welcoming as we would 
like to be. Some ideas are:   
• meet people at the door, 
• reach out to someone you don’t know, 
• pray for each other.
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Sacrament Classes 
  
Registration for First Communion and Confirmation Preparation is now closed.  If you registered your child for one of these classes, please provide a copy of 
your child`s baptism to the PSR office by September 30.  If your child is enrolled in Confirmation A, be sure to provide a baptism certificate and proof of First Communion.   
  
The Parish School of Religion office is now located in the Joe and Roger Luffey Catholic Life Center. Office Hours: Mon. – Thurs. 8 - 2 

If sending a copy by mail, please send to: ATTN: Elise Reis, DRE, 813 Carey Avenue, Ruston, LA 71270 

Instructions for the First Day of PSR – September 11th 

Parents, please go to the Joe and Roger Luffey Catholic Life Center to sign in your child on the class roster and to meet your child's First Communion or Confirmation catechists.  For 
pickup, you will need to go to the entrance of your child's designated building to sign out. 

Classroom Locations 

First Communion (2nd grade) to be at St. Thomas School Building(Room 105) 
SEEKERS First Communion to St. Thomas School Building Room 101 
Confirmation B to St. Thomas School Building AV room  
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults  

 The Rite (soon to be The Order) of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process for those interested in discovering the Catholic faith. The discussions take place on Thursday evenings. The 
initial stage goes into many of the teachings of the faith. Later, we delve deeper into our faith and the Holy Sacraments. If baptized adult Catholics are wishing to be confirmed, they are 
welcome to join this discussion group also. If any parishioner seeks to refresh knowledge of the faith, he or she is welcome to attend. 

Children's Liturgy of the Word! 

Children ages 2-12 are invited to come explore the Sunday readings.  Children's Liturgy of the Word is now being offered on BREAKOUT SUNDAYS from 10:45 am – 11:45 am.  Parents, 
you are welcome to attend with your child if you do not have another class or small group that you are attending during the hour.  For parents interested in learning more about how to 
implement the Family of Faith lessons at home, our Children's Liturgy team will also be sharing an activity from Family of Faith at the end of each of these Bible sessions.  Contact Mindy 
Bryan melinda@latech.edu at or Haley Perot haleyperot5@gmail.com for more information. 

Location:St. Thomas Aquinas School Building Rooms 106 and 107 

Dates: See Fall Catechesis Master Calendar for dates.  

High School Small Group 

High school teens interested in high school small group will have the chance to meet the small group facilitators.  After signing in at the Luffey, high school participants will go to the E. 
Donn Piatt Catholic Student Center Library for an introduction to small group sessions.  Teens will hear about the Ignite topics and the current event topics for this year. No registration fee 
or application is needed.  Teens, all are welcome! 

Want to know more? Please contact the PSR office at 318-310-4009 or Slade Richard at 318-514-8060 for more information.  

Small Groups and Prayer Groups  

This is a listing of the current small groups and prayer groups in our parish.  You will be able to meet and greet with the leaders and members of these group at the September Family of 
Faith Community Gathering on September 25th.   For more information for each group, please contact the listed leaders. All are welcome!  
  
Adult Education Small Group – Luffey gym, Sundays 10:45 am bi-monthly  
  
Contact Delena Ashworth delenaashworth@gmail.com   
  
Divine Mercy Chaplet – chapel, meets Mondays 5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  
Contact Gerry Brucia taedawood@yahoo.com  
  
El Manto de Maria – Luffey gym, meets Tuesdays, 7:00 pm  
Contact Luz Martinez 318-224-0980  
  
High School Small Group – ACTS library, E. Donn Piatt Student Center  
Contact Slade Richard 318-514-8060, slade@slacoindustrial.com  
  
Lectio Divina – Luffey youth room, meets Tuesdays 10:00 am – 11:00 am  
Contact Lee Smith 318-243-8307   
  
Men`s Small Group – St. Vincent de Paul room, homes; Sundays, alt. dates  
Contact Joshua Perot 318-243-0361, josh.a.perot@gmail.com  
  
Interested in starting your own small group?  Please call the PSR office at 318-310-4009.
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The Diocese of Shreveport is looking to fill the 
following positions: 

Director of Marriage & Family Life 
Finance Office Administrative Assistant 
Information Technology Assistant 

Send resumes to: 
Diocese of Shreveport 
Attn: Human Resources 
3500 Fairfield Ave 
Shreveport, LA 71104

The Diocese has created an electronic newsletter for 
news and events around the diocese, as well as 

educational content about our Catholic faith. Please 
subscribe to it by scanning the QR code in the bulletin 

or by visiting the diocesan website. 

 

Our Parish Progress With the 2022 Annual Diocesan 
Stewardship Appeal 

We have just completed week seven of the Annual Diocesan 
Stewardship Appeal: To Know, Love and Serve. As of this last 
week, 12.3% of our families have participated in this year’s 
appeal. We are grateful for everyone who has pledged or made a 
one-time gift thus far. Thank you. 
  
Our goal is to improve our family participation over last year 
which was 13.2%. I am asking everyone who hasn’t made a 
pledge or gift to pick up a pledge card and return envelope and 
make your gift as soon as you can and send it in. The ministries 
the appeal supports need our help. No matter the size of your 
pledge or one-time gift, let’s make it the goal of the parish that 
each and every family pledge to the appeal. 
  
Please, do not delay. Respond as generously as you can as God 
has been generous toward you and your family. Thank you.

Religious Emblems Workshop 
A Religious Emblems Workshop sponsored by the 

Catholic Committee on Scouting will be held for any 
Scout, boy or girl, interested in earning a religious 

scouting emblem on Saturday, October 1, 2022, at Christ 
the King Catholic Church in Bossier City from 9:00 AM – 
3:30 PM. The cost of $15 covers all materials and lunch. 

Please register in advance so that materials are available to 
all participants. 

  
Contact Mr. Richard Buchanan at: 318-564-7865 or 
rbuchan5@bellsouth.net to register or ask questions.

The Catholic faith, rich with traditions and devotions, will embark on a 
three year Eucharistic Revival in the United States. The Diocese of 
Shreveport will offer events throughout 2022-2023 that will encourage 
growth in understanding and devotion to Christ in the Eucharist, 
complemented by online formation and resources that will raise up 
Eucharistic Missionaries at all levels of the Church. The first step is to 
increase our adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. It is through 
Eucharistic Adoration that we give thanksgiving to God for Christ’s 
True Presence in our lives. Christ, in the Eucharist, is our very 
sustenance that we are reminded of in John 6:53 (NABRE): “unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life 
within you.” To learn more about the Eucharist and the Eucharistic 
Revival, go to https://www.dioshpt.org/eucharistic-revival  or scan the 
QR code below. Let’s reenergize our faith and approach the throne of 
grace with clearer understanding of the Real Presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. Jesus, the Source and Summit of the faith, is calling each 
Catholic to come, adore, and experience his Real Presence in the Holy 
Eucharist.
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Ministry to the Homebound 
Please contact the church office or Dc. John Serio 

(318-278-3600) if you need communion brought to your home.  
If you are aware of someone that needs communion brought to 

them please contact us. We do have a team of parishioners 
ready to assist. 

If you are a Eucharistic Minister and would like to help with 
this ministry please contact Dc. John. 




The Devotion to the Divine Mercy is based on the private 
revelations of Jesus to Polish Saint Faustina in the 1930’s.  It 
recognizes God as infinite mercy and involves a decision to 
accept God’s mercy with thanksgiving, to trust in Him, and to 
be merciful as He is merciful.  One element of the devotion is 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet, a form of prayer using Rosary 
beads.  The Recitation of the Chaplet is prayed each Monday 
evening from 5:30 to 6:00 PM in the small chapel.  All are 
welcome!

Women's Guild Update 
Tuesday October 4th, 7pm. Tinseltown Theater, West Monroe.  

 “Mother Teresa: No Greater Love"

DOLLAR LUNCH 

The Wednesday ($) Lunch program will be offered once again 
for the 2022-2023 LA Tech academic year. This is a ministry of 
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish to bring Tech students together to 

eat, relax & enjoy friends while sharing a meal. We are excited 
to continue this wonderful ministry of feeding & getting to 
know all the new & returning college students ! If you are 

interested in helping and would like to volunteer to cook, serve 
or provide a dessert, please contact Christi Faulkner 

at 318-278-4904 or Diana May 318-573-0388(desserts). 
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September 25, 2022                                      
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

CARE FOR EACH OTHER 
      Don’t delude yourselves, Jesus says through the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus. We really are 
supposed to care for others. It is not enough to go to Mass 
and occasionally serve at a parish or outreach function. We 
cannot remain complacent and consider ourselves 
followers of Jesus. No matter how much or how little 
material wealth we have, we always have something to 
give—our time and attention, care, and, when possible, our 
money. The way we treat and care for others, especially the 
poor and vulnerable, is the manner in which we show our 
love of God. As disciples, we must “pursue righteousness, 
devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness.” Jesus calls 
us to see and respond to the least among us, because, as 
God’s children, we are all part of one another. 

  
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Woe to the complacent. Their wanton 
revelry shall be done away with (Amos 6:1a, 4-7). 
Psalm — Praise the Lord, my soul! (Psalm 146). 
Second Reading — Compete well for the faith. Keep the 
commandment until the appearance of the Lord Jesus  
(1 Timothy 6:11-16). 
Gospel — The parable of Lazarus and the rich man  
(Luke 16:19-31). 

PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
O God, who manifest your almighty power 
above all by pardoning and showing mercy, 
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us 
and make those hastening to attain your promises 
heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 
  
Reflection question: 
How has God shown mercy to me? 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 25, 2022 
[K]eep the commandment without stain  
      or reproach  
until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
— 1 Timothy 6:14 

25 de septiembre de 2022                 
Vigésimo Sexto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 
  
CUIDARSE MUTUAMENTE 
      En la parábola del hombre rico y Lázaro, Jesús nos 
dice que no nos engañemos. En realidad, debemos 
preocuparnos por los demás. No es suficiente con ir a 
Misa y de vez en cuando ayudar con una obra a la 
parroquia. No podemos permanecer satisfechos y 
considerarnos seguidores de Jesús. No importa cuánto o 
poca riqueza material tengamos, siempre tenemos algo 
que ofrecer, nuestro tiempo y atención, cuidado y, 
cuando es posible, nuestro dinero. El modo en que 
tratamos y cuidamos a los demás, especialmente los 
pobres y vulnerables, es la manera en que mostramos 
nuestro amor a Dios. Como discípulos, debemos llevar 
una vida de “rectitud, piedad, fe, amor, paciencia y 
mansedumbre”. Jesús nos llama a ver y responder a los 
más pequeños entre nosotros, porque, como hijos de 
Dios, todos somos parte de los demás. 
  
LECTURAS DE HOY 
Primera lectura — Ay de los complacidos. Sus juergas 
disolutas desaparecerán (Amós 6:1a, 4-7). 
Salmo — Alaba, alma mía, al Señor (Salmo 146 [145]). 
Segunda lectura — Compite bien por la fe. Guarda los 
mandamientos hasta que aparezca el Señor Jesús  
(1 Timoteo 6:11-16). 
Evangelio — Recuerda que recibiste las cosas buenas 
durante tu vida; Lázaro recibió lo que era malo. Ahora 
Lázaro es consolado mientras que tú eres atormentado 
(Lucas 16:19-31). 
ORACIÓN DE LA SEMANA 
Vigésimo Sexto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 
Señor Dios, que manifiestas tu poder  
de una manera admirable 
sobre todo cuando perdonas y ejerces tu misericordia, 
multiplica tu gracia sobre nosotros, 
para que, apresurándonos hacia lo que nos prometes, 
nos hagas partícipes de los bienes celestiales. 
Por nuestro Señor Jesucristo, tu Hijo, 
que vive y reina contigo en la unidad del Espíritu Santo 
y es Dios por los siglos de los siglos. 
  
Pregunta de reflexión: 
¿Cómo me muestra Dios su misericordia? 
Vigésimo Sexto Domingo  
del Tiempo Ordinario 
25 de septiembre de 2022 
[T]e ordeno que cumplas fiel  
e irreprochablemente, todo lo mandado, 
hasta la venida de nuestro Señor Jesucristo. 
— 1 Timoteo 6:14



200 for this week


MAIL TO: 
813 CAREY AVENUE 
RUSTON, LA 71270 
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