DECEMBER 8TH, 2024 | SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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CATHOLIC CHURCH & STUDENT CENTER

The Diocese of Shreveport
MISSION STATEMENT

We, as members of the St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Community of faith in the Diocese of Shreveport, affirm our mission to
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ to both the local and Catholic college community in the Ruston, Louisiana area. We
commit ourselves to God and to this community through a spirit of welcoming and service in the spirit of Christ.

SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday: 5:00PM Vigil
Sunday: 10:00AM
1:30PM (Spanish)

' -' D 1 R
7:00PM (Sept. - May) i TR s jl—qf"

DAILY MASSES all flesh shall see the salvation of r()m/
Monday: 8:15AM
Tuesday: 8:15AM
Wednesday: 8:15AM & 8:00PM
Thursday: 8:15AM S
Friday: 12:00PM -
R todo- el mundo vera

BAPTISM la salvacion de Dics
’ -

Please call the Church Office to schedule

MARRIAGE

Please call Church Office SIX MONTHS
in advance to schedule

PENANCE & RECONCILIATION

Monday-Thursday 7:30AM-8:00AM
Friday 11:15 AM - 11:45 AM
Saturday: 3:30PM to 4:45PM

STAFF/TELEPHONE EXT.

Fr. Kevin Mues (318) 310-4007 Pastor

Fr. Charles Ssennyondo Parroquial Vicar

Deacon John Serio

Deacon Robert Ransom NEW PARISHIONERS

Marcie Tucker (318) 255-2870 Business Manager “May the Church be a place of God’s mercy and hope, where all feel welcomed, loved, forgiven and
Melinda Bryan (318) 525-4906 Interim PSR Director encouraged to live according to the good life of the Gospel. And to make others feel welcomed, loved,
Matthew Bryan President of Pastoral Council forgiven and encouraged, the Church must be with doors wide open so that all may enter. And we must
Thurston Allen Chairman of Finance Council go out through these doors and proclaim the Gospel.” - Pope Francis

St. Vincent de Paul Society  (318)255-8090 Please contact the office to register your membership if you are new in our community.

813 Carey Ave. | Ruston, Louisiana 71270 | 318-255-2870 | stthomasaquinasruston.com
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Second Sunday of Advent

December 8th, 2024

DECEMBER

7l

December 2nd

Thomas Rogers

December 3rd
Becky Smith

December 5th
Liliana Salazar

December 6th
Gordon Reger

December 7th
Christie Weeks
Bob Rorie
Ximena Ruiz

December 8th
Louis Reis
Lucas Haynie

December 9th
Marilyn Rhodes

December 10th
Camille Maier
Patrick Stuckey

December 11th
John Thomas Colvin
Jack Smith

Alice Spears

Renee Garcia

December 12th
Danielle Nash
Jesus Torres

December 13th

Sergio Ruiz

December 14th

Elise Reis

December 15th

Jed Denny

December 16th
Frank Reger
Ella Viator
Harold Cramer
Mary Vidrine

December 17th
Karen Rogers
Jesus Gonzalez
Sheila Montgomery

December 18th

Paull Jackson

December 19th
Anyi Garcia Solis
Susan Faucheux
Beatriz Hernandez
Francisco Morales

December 22nd
Bridney Perez
Kimble Devenin
Clifton Sandlin
Mollie Devening

December 24th

John Serio

November 25th
Cruz Medrano
Bryan Lopez

December 26th
Clyde Vidrine
Ren Cynthia Murphew

December 27th
Pamela Allen
Connor Broussard

December 28th
Ohan Kitishian
Jan Sibayan
Harry May
Robin Kirkham
Alondra Tapia
Steve Danna

December 29th

Daniel Lindsey

December 30th

Scott Martin

Leslie Mendez
Christopher Montgomery

December 31st
Kenneth Carter

Jim Martin

Kimberly Landaverde
Erick Ramirez

If I've missed your birthday, please
email me at

so that I can add you to the master
list.

THE CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

th

10:00 AM Sunday Mass
1:30 PM Misa en Espaiiol
7:00 PM Sunday Mass
th
7:00 AM Mass.- Immaculate Conception

8:30 AM - 4:00PM  Church Office Closed

5:30 PM Mass - Immaculate Conception

7:00 PM Misa en Espaiiol Inmaculada
concepcion

Tuesday, December 10th
7:30 AM - 8:00AM Penance & Reconciliation

8:15AM Daily Mass
8:30 AM - 4:00PM Church Office Open

6:00 PM Choir Practice

7:00 PM El Manto de Maria
Wednesday, December 11

7:30 AM - 8:00AM Penance & Reconciliation

8:15AM Daily Mass

8:30 AM - 4:00PM Church Office Open
5:30 PM - 7:30PM  STAY
8:00 PM Mass

Thursday, December 12tk
7:30 AM - 8:00AM Penance & Reconciliation

8:15AM Daily Mass
8:30 AM - 4:00PM Church Office Open

5:00 PM Procesion virgen de Guadalupe
6:00 PM Misa Virgen de Guadalupe
7:00 PM Celebracion en el Luffey

th

8:30 AM - 12:00PM Church Office Open
11:15AM - 11:45AM Penance & Reconciliation

12:00 PM Mass

Saturday, December 14t
3:30PM - 4:45AM Penance & Reconciliation
5:00 PM Vigil Mass

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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IMMACULAIE
CONCEPTION

St. Thomas Aquinas: -
200 arm, 330 pm & 7:00 prig
in Spanish

St Lucy: 830 am

O Mary, conceived

without sin, pray for us

who have recourse 1o

thee
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Second Sunday of Advent

December 8th, 2024

Minist
Schedule

Saturday December 7th 2024
Lectors: Pam Allen, George Trevison
EMHC: Trish Carter, Slade Richard
Altar Servers: Cedric Serio

Ushers: Benny Grafton, AJ Trevison

Sunday December 8th, 2024
Lectors: Jim Martin, Paul Jackson

EMHC: Paul Jackson, Todd Wasson, Gary Kennedy, Chris Kennedy

Altar Servers: Hannah, Brooklynn & Olivia Bryan
Misa en espafiol: Karin Lopez, Evelina Lopez
Ushers: The Nashes

Monday December 9th 2024

Lectors: Charlotte Wilkerson, Dolly Hurtig
EMHC: George Trevison, Bob Rorie

Altar Servers:

Ushers: Josh Adams, Greg Bimle

Saturday December 14th 2024
Lectors: Samantha Groce, Tom Garza
EMHC: Beth Buske, Bob Rorie

Altar Servers: Jessie & Julie Groce
Ushers: Jack Groce, Slade Richard

Sunday December 15th, 2024

Lectors: Ryan Freling, Josie Bishop

EMHC: Gary Kennedy, Tom Bishop, Jim Martin, Todd Wasson
Altar Servers: Brennan, Matthew & Anna Kate Jackson

Misa en espafiol: Veronica Ramirez, Lwini Bembele

Ushers: Flint Sibayan, Greg Bimle

R2raer i})

Please contact the parish office to have names added to our prayer list.

Mallary Adams
Patti Hooper Allen
Quintana Atkins
Miriam Bishop
Jackie Bolden
Frankie Career
Gerald Cosentino
Bruce Cowan
Judy Darcey
Butch Doiron
Laurie Duvall
Becky Ferrell
Robert Frasier
Mary Lou French
Emmely Gay
Bernice Harrison
Harvey Hayes
Connie Howard
Charles Jacobs
Karl Johnson
Magnolia Johnson
Jeffery Judice
Mary Lanning
Emily Landry
Chris Letendre
Cristian Leon

Kim Lowe

Ken Martinez

Tobie McKown

Carol Mercier

Larry Miller
Katherine Ned

Odi Okeke

Don Olivier
Matthew Reichert
Tristen Roberts
Pearline Robey

Laura Leigh Saleese
Jennie Schutte-Patrick
Nicole Smith

Polly Smith

Eloise Solis

Tyler Sorrels

Willie Tannerhill
Karen Taylor

Diane Theriot
Danica Tipton

Pam Turner

David & Kim St. John
Kathleen “Kathy” Walter
Janice Williams

STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY

NOVEMBER 23/24
General Sunday Collection  $8,190.00

Thank you for continued and generous support!

aw

e

Your gift matters Sean to give

Saturday December 7th

Sunday December 8th

Thursday December 12th

FridayDecember 13th

For the parishioners of St. Thomas
Aquinas

Mary Antony +
(by Pat & Connie Stuckey)

Gary & Jan Luffey
(by Barbara Lewis)

Leigh A Stephens +
(by Phyllis Lampo)

Nobie Kennedy
(by Gary & Selene Kennedy)

You may have Masses offered for your intentions, or for the intentions
of your loved ones, both living and deceased. Please call the parish
office for more information and available dates or you can now check

our website https://stthomasaquinasruston.com/calendar/

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PSR News

» December 8th: PSR all Grades

» December 15th: NO PSR / Advent Gathering & Christmas Play in
the Luffey Center

» December 22nd, 29th, & Jan 5th: NO PSR / Christmas Break / No
Family of Faith meeting in the month of December. PSR will
resume on January 12th.

Protecting God’s Children Absences: If your child was absent from
PSR on Sunday, October 27th, please get with Mindy Bryan. She has
a Diocesan form that needs to be completed because your child
missed the Protecting God’s Children required lecture.

Save the Date

* First Holy Communion: Saturday, May 10th during the 5:00pm
Mass.

*Confirmation: Saturday, May 17th during the 5:00pm Mass.

Upcoming Deadlines for Sacrament Classes
* First Holy Communion:
1. December 15, 2024: Please turn in your child’s student information
form along with your child’s baptismal certificate If your child was
baptized at St. Thomas, we don’t need the baptismal certificate but do
need the date the child was baptized on the student information form.
2. Confirmation

December 1, 2024: Choose your Sponsor.

please join us
.r_,l"h'r Mass faor

ity
ey

DECEMBER 15

&-12%h grades

11:00 AM

ST. THOMAS
LUFFEY CENTER

Nativity Play
Singers Needed:

Children who are in 2 - 6 grades are invited to join the
children’s choir for this year’s nativity play. The play
will be held in the Luffey Center on Sunday,
December 15. If your child(ren) are interested, please
contact Mindy Bryan or Heidi Adams.

Second Sunday of Advent

YOUTH
NIGHTS pp

December 8th, 2024

ST Theney e

1 Yot
Please take a Tag, Buy the gift,
Wrap and Return to church with

Angel tag attached by December
15¢h : |

ing some

Sunday
and for

Pictured is a sample, not
ct item. Thanks for your

the 5'E‘lv Mass*

-

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS
CATHOLIC CHURCH
813 CAREY AVE, RUSTON LA, 71270
RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

h i
. %ﬂﬂnlic Church

, Ruston, LA 71270
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Advent Gaudete breakfast &

NATIVITY

Py

15 December, 202
11 AM

St. Thomas Aquinas
Luffey Catholic Life Center

Second Sunday of Advent

December 8th, 2024

Ministry to the Homebound
Please contact the church office or Dc. John Serio
(318-278-3600) if you need communion brought to your home.
If you are aware of someone that needs communion brought to
them please contact us. We do have a team of parishioners
ready to assist.If you are a Eucharistic Minister and would like
to help with this ministry please contact Dc. John.

All are welcome to join us as we sew with a mission. All items made will be
donated (baby items, pillow cases and rosary bags. Donations will be made to
Mary’s House, DART and NIC unit.

Luffey Catholic Life Center Youth Room 9:15 am - noon. For more
information call Cathey Barron (318) 548-3097, Sandi Adams (318)
245-0832
Weekly meetings Thursday

The Devotion to the Divine Mercy is based on the private revelations of Jesus
to Polish Saint Faustina in the 1930’s. It recognizes God as infinite mercy and
involves a decision to accept God’s mercy with thanksgiving, to trust in Him,
and to be merciful as He is merciful. One element of the devotion is the Divine
Mercy Chaplet, a form of prayer using Rosary beads. The Recitation of the
Chaplet is prayed each Monday evening from 5:30 to 6:00 PM in the small
chapel. All are welcome!

ST. THOMAS
AQUINAS
FEAST DAY
GUMBO

SAVE THE DATE

B

'/

=/

® *
* *
* *
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* *

Are you looking for something to do where you make a difference in
people’s lives? Volunteer at Mary’s House — Friday mornings 8:30 — 12:30 as
our receptionist. You'll be the first smiling face our patients meet, and you’ll
work with a great team of ladies on the same mission — to make a difference

for moms and babies. Call L’ Anne at Mary’s House to find out more —
318-220-8009.

Second Sunday of Advent
In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to “Prepare the way of the Lord,” and
this is what Advent is all about. We are called to help prepare the way of the Lord
by making the real meaning of Christmas come alive in our own hearts, in our
family and to reach out to those in need. Is there a family you know who needs
assistance? Please call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that together we
can help the suffering and poor to celebrate Christmas.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Santo Tomas de Aquino de Ruston te i

Catholic Charities of North Louisiana serves the
North Louisiana region with the belief that education
and temporary assistance lead to long-term

independence. MAKE A GIFT:

Our annual campuaign sustains our work throughout
the year. Generous gifts from parishioners across the
diocese make it possible for us to serve the 2,770+
individuals and families who walk through our doors L
each year. These gifts allows us to provide financial E iu'"f'--:.-‘
assistance, immigration legal services, and family ¢ 5
support programs to our community's most cenia.org/peace
vulnerable.

Please consider how you can help Catholic Charities
serve our neighbors when they need it most.

"The Lady from Heaven"

Did you know?
. Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared to Saint Juan Diego on December 9, 10 and

12, 1531. . .
»  The image left on Saint Juan Diego’s tilma is the only true picture of Our Te invitamos a traer comida para

Lady of Guadalupe in existence. compartir y disfrutar en familia.
. The image has remained intact with all its original vibrancy for 475 years. iUnete a la celebracién!

The natural life span of a cloak made with fiber from the agave or maguey
plant is only about 30 years.
. The image is a pictograph which could be read and understood by the Aztec

Todos son bienvenidos.

Indians.
. Our Lady appears as a beautiful young Indian maiden and Queen.
. Her eyes are looking down with humility and compassion. She is human, not EN ES TE LUGAR:

God. MOSTRARE Y DARE

. She is wearing a blue-green mantle (the color worn by royalty) covered with

e s i e Qe okl Th TODO MI AMOR,

. e stars signify she comes from heaven — the Queen of Heaven. The

constellations are in the exact position as appeared before dawn on the C OMPA-SION Y A-YUDA
morning of December 12, 1531. =

. Her robe is colored rose or pale red and covered with Aztec flowers,

symbolic of an Aztec princess.
. In the center of her robe, overlying her womb, is a four petal quincunx flower

in the shape of a cross which is the sign of the Divine and the center of the
cosmic order to the Aztec. The Virgin’s Baby, Jesus, is Divine and the new .
center of the universe. OF

. Her hands are joined in prayer and, therefore, she is not God but clearly there

is one greater than she and she points her finger to the cross on her brooch. -y
. Her fur cuffs symbolize royalty.

. She wears a black maternity band signifying she is with Child.
. A black cross is on the brooch around her neck. This signifies she is a

Embark on a Pligrimage to Italy with the
Department of Multicultural Ministries!

follower of the God of the Spanish Missionaries, Jesus Christ who died on Join us as we celebrate the Jubilee Year 2025 and
leurney ta the sacred sites of Assisl and Reme. This
the cross for all. speclal pilgrimage provides a profound oppertunity
3 g For young adults to deepen thelr faith and conrect
. She stands in front of the sun. The sun symbolizes the greatest Aztec god — o e

Huitzilopochtli. She announces the God who is greater than their sun god.
. She stands on the moon. The crescent moon symbolized the Aztec god

Quetzalcoatl, the feathered serpent moon god. She has clearly crushed and r@\ ROME & ASSISI

defeated him.
c An angel with eagle’s wings supports the Mother of God. The eagle was the @ JULY 26 - AUGUST 5TH, 2025

“bird of the sun.” Here the eagle is the servant of the Virgin. She holds her

mantle in one hand and robe with the other, signifying the Son she bears is m 20 YRS AND OLDER

from both heaven and earth. :
c To date the image cannot be explained by science. @ $4°99 -

PER PEMSOMN

. The image on the tilma was able to do what up to that time the missionaries
were not able to do significantly. Namely, clearly explain Christianity to the
Indian people. The proof is in the fact that after the apparitions, eight million
natives of Mexico converted to Catholicism from 1531 to 1538.

' E -

b S
IOCESE OF SHREVEPORT
318-219-7157

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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* 2024 Catholic Service Appeal Report e
- P g
- = s
5 1% e 1,500 |
: 2 ’: = "‘ e PLEASE JOIN US FOR A MASS IN CELEBRATION OF
== e e o Bishop Francis I. Malone’s
E T ol o T *  Fifth Anniversary of Episcopal :3
o T 0 W Ordination and Installation |
o R as Bishop of the
= T = = S T Diocese of Shreveport
N W W RE T JANUARY 25, 2025, 10 AM
= o Iy o Bt R Cathedral of St. John Berchmans, Shreveport
o R Reception 1o follow in the school
- . : =i e o multi-room, all are welcome
I'K.TI’A.L[DDO(ESEP 9,623 1,;9 ;; : laml,:): sx;::ln s:;;. 51.::;51 I — > B
el
; - SAVE THE DATE!
* Mary's
 House 4
(/_0((/7047/10/2

FETE FOR LIFE ol (.

BANQUET FOR MARY'S HOUSE PREGNANCY CARE CENTER :C‘:
Bossier Civic Center + February 11, 2025 !

With Special Guest Speaker
40 DAYS FOR LIFE Co-Founder Shawn Carney

Tickets - 2025 Féte For Life

~ Platinum Sponsor $5,000

| Gold Sponsor $3,000
Silver Sponsor $2,000 with Keynote

Friends & Family Table $650 Speaker
General Admission $60 | Katie McGrady

March 14-15, 2025

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH

|
|
1
1
|
]

Please send checks to Mary's House of Louisiana Inc.
906 Margaret Place, Shreveport, LA 71101
or call (318) 220-8009

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Diocesan is proud to now be printing

St. Shamas Uguinas
Sunday Bulletin
You are invited to help support our Parish!

For opportunities to advertise,
please call 800-997-4986

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE
Rhonda Reed - Manager

255-2555

Botox « Fillers

< Cim

FORD-RUSTON

><]

LN

| 318.436.0003 jimtaylorford.com |
16 :

R E RIS PR R www.advanceddermcareapmc.com

Get this bulletin

IHEBLN

Acne - Hair & Nail Disorders

Chemical Peels « Sclerotherapy
Laser Hair Removal « Rosacea

Wrinkles «+ Skin Care Products

@ 318-323-8799
2409 Broadmoor Blvd.
Monroe, LA 71201

ADVANCED g
Grace DERMATOLOGY CARE i
Loretta Gremillion,
AL v HEARD
tO All Board Certified Dermatologist —— ROOFING DIVISION——
ADULT & PEDIATRIC 318.514.7747
t ERMATOLOGY
e Sk'nDCance M?Ieoﬁfmo al
solutions

Trey Hanna, DDS
(318) 251-9600

emailed to you
every week.

GREAT TASTING

Simply go to
www.DM.CHURCH/5737 508 | LOCALLYBOTTLED \
..Of SCan =p '!-"'e‘r: W
e ' KING SPRINGS
* D ISCOVE RM.ASS FRRIFIED LORISIANL EPRING WATER

318-396-1047 KingSpringsLA.com

.

!
¥

TS
|

PATRICK STUCKEY, D.DS.

GENERAL DENTISTRY
318-255-8048

CatholicMatch.com/goLA

) 2 ADVERTISE HERE

Promote your Business

Give us a call!

AND support your Parish. 800-997-4986

catholicmatch®
Louisiana

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin paossible.

Please support them when you can.
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Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.
Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe
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